Beware the Ides of March! 
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Among ancient coin enthusiasts as well as classicists, it's everyone’s favorite day filled 
with Caesar jokes and fake Eid Mar denarius pics. Here, we like to celebrate the 
somewhat haunting day with a round of spooky, macabre, or otherwise offbeat aspects in 
the world of tokens and medals. As such, the topic of skulls and skeletons tends to be 
one of the most frequent, and today’s upload is no different. To start off, since ancient 
coins were mentioned, here is a large bronze medal from the Paris mint from 1905... 


This piece celebrates Samuel-Jean Pozzi, who was a professor, gynecologist, and coin 
collector. Within numismatic circles, especially for ancient coins, his name is well known 
for the Pozzi Collection which he assembled. Here, however, it is his role in gynecology 
that is honored, as a personification of Gynecology attempts to protect a nude female 
from the specter of Death (represented here as a shrouded skeleton). 


Switching to the medieval illustration above that depicts Caesar’s assassination, we have 
some early modern spooky items, such as this copper rechenpfennig from Nurnberg, 
circa 1580-1610... 


While one side features the infant Christ holding an orb and raising a hand in benediction, 
the other side displays a rather gnarly scene with a skeleton standing within a graveyard 
and wielding a spear. 


Meanwhile, there’s this skull and crossbones type from Liége, where St. Lambert’s 
Cathedral issued five different méreaux during the 17th-early 18th centuries that depicted 
some form of this ever-popular iconography... 


Graded PCGS AU-50, this example is one of the earlier dates, bearing the date of 1653. 
Others in the series include 1635, two dated 1686, and the final in the series, dating to 
around 1705. 


Completing the early modern tour, there’s this rare example from Utrecht in the Dutch 
Republic... 


Issued as a commemorative upon the death of statesman Jonathan van Luchtenburg, it 
features a similar skull and crossbones motif, with each of these last two acting as a 
memento mori. This example, graded PCGS MS-63, is the only such example of the type 
observed in their census in bronze. 


Moving to something much more modern, we have this early issue from Ron Landis... 


Struck by hand likely at a Renaissance Faire in the early 1980’s, it features some rather 
creepy depictions, with a skull and serpent upon the obverse, and a large spider within its 
web on the reverse. Given the extremely early nature of this work by Landis, it goes 
without saying that examples such as this are almost never available. 


Lastly, not everything needs to feature a skull or skeleton to be spooky, like this nickel 
medal from Canada dating to 1925 conveys... 


Issued to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Mond Nickel Company, this impressive 

and somewhat mischievous piece depicts Pan, or some other impish demon, dancing 

atop flames, with bubbles of some kind ascending from his hands. A rather bizarre and 
interesting design for the roaring 20’s to say the least. 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art below. We will be 
back again on April Fool’s Day for another installment of intriguing and attractive art and 
historical medals. 
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